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NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM — FUNDING 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [12.08 pm]: I rise to 
inform the house of the latest funding provided through the state government’s natural resource management 
program. The government has recently committed $2.3 million to allow for the continuation of 20 projects, 
spanning the Kimberley to the south coast, all aimed at protecting Western Australia’s natural environment. For 
example, $100 000 will go to the Augusta Margaret River Tourism Association  for hydrology research and the 
development of a management plan for Lake Cave. The cave is currently under threat from declining water 
levels and without intervention the lake and its dependent flora and fauna may disappear within the next few 
years. Another example is the $250 000 for the Threatened Fauna Ark Project. This funding will continue work 
to translocate and establish new populations of unique native wildlife, such as the red-tailed phascogale, woylie 
and chuditch. The project also helps to keep an eye on the status of other animals, such as the tammar wallaby, 
bilby and thick-billed grasswren. 

Other projects funded in this latest allocation include the management of invasive weeds in the Pilbara, a 
waterways education program in the Kimberley and an aerial survey to help us understand the impact of shore-
based recreational fishing on fish stocks. All the projects address the government’s NRM investment priorities, 
which are set by the Natural Resource Management Ministerial Council. Those priorities include protecting land, 
water, marine and coastal environments; conserving biodiversity; and improving the skills, knowledge and 
capacity of our people. 

The government is also very conscious of how important it is to engage with the local community in natural 
resource management, because ultimately the local community has the most to benefit if things are done well 
and the most to lose if things are done poorly. That is why I am particularly pleased by the applications received 
for the latest round of grants available through the natural resource management community fund. A total of 80 
submissions were put forward, and many of them were from first-time applicants. This suggests to me that word 
is getting out that the state government cares about the environment and is very supportive of local groups 
looking to make differences in their areas, and that funding is available for projects that will protect our precious 
natural resources. 
 


